
Well, on the plus side, this has to be bottom, right? 
RIGHT?

We were guilty as anyone, maybe more so, of look-
ing at the post-All Star break schedule and thinking this 
is where the Cubs make their move. The call-up of Kyle 
Schwarber did nothing to dampen the enthusiasm, as 
the worst case was he could help a struggling offense 
in some way (and the best case is kind of what it has 
looked like, turning into a Street Fighter character). 
He certainly wouldn’t have the vacant gape that David 
Ross or Taylor Teagarden has as the plate. Then there 

was the “Schwarber Game,” and Teagarden getting a 
game-winning single off of Aroldis Chapman and the 
Zeus’s lightning he throws, and you could be forgiven 
for getting a little excited about what was to come. 
Teagarden of Aroldis? That’s BASEBALL MAGIC.

So leave it to something from Philadelphia to shit on 
all your good feelings. It is their way. 

You can actually forgive Saturday and Sunday. 
Sometimes you run up against a good pitcher, a very 
good one, who is hitting on all cylinders. You lose 
those. Lord knows Jake Arrieta has been doing it to 

other teams for two months. Sure, a no-hitter seems 
a bit excessive and antisocial, but you get it. Sunday? 
Sometimes your starter doesn’t have it. Jason Hammel 
sure didn’t, as he was offering up room-temperature dog 
vomit that the Phillies were only too happy to thwack 
into the far reaches of the Wrigley outfield (and probably 
get Jorge Soler his running in for a month. It’s about 
your angles, Jorge...). They happen back-to-back it 
becomes more frustrating, but you can live with it. 

It’s Friday’s loss that is the sting in the tail. And pret-
ty much everywhere else. You had the mayonnaise-in-
the-sun Jerome Williams on the hill for Philly. The wind 
was blowing out. Jon Lester was pitching. That should 
have been one where you never have to get the whip 
out. And yet the Cubs only scratched out three runs and 
blew numerous other chances to stretch that lead. It’s 
been the story for close to three months now. 

No one would like to rant and rave about Jason 
Motte more than we would, because we didn’t trust him 
from the moment he showed up and his season-long 
excellence only dulled our suspicions a tiny bit. He still 
only throws one pitch, after all. He only strikes out slight-
ly more than a hitter for every two innings, and when 
you let up a lot of contact out of the pen then eventually 
some of that contact is going to get strung together and 
bad things go happen. We just have to accept that. 

For the first time, we’d like to question an in-game 
move of Joe Maddon’s. Just what in the fresh fuck was 
Rafael Soriano doing out there in the 10th? We’ll grant 
you that with all the close games the Cubs play it would 
be hard to get him enough work to sharpen into whatev-
er he’s going to be (our bet: not much) only in mop-up 
duty. He’s going to have to pitch in close games. But 
in the 10th, after a day off, when you’ve only used 
two other relievers, knowing you’ve got Hamels and 
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This was supposed to go in last week’s, but thanks 
to my ol’ laptop Allison needing to go under the knife 
it’s probably out of date now (old as in three years, 
because Apple just works like that). Before I get started 
I want to thank you for your patience after having to 
miss out last Monday. While I’ve only missed one 
or two issues in seven years writing The Indian, I’ve 
never completed a full season cleanly of this one in 
the three I’ve done it. Some day. But the computer is 
fine now and should work well for many more years, 
so hopefully I don’t have any more trips to the Apple 
Store’s Genius Bar in my future (and a big thank you to 
Jeff who let me skip the line there, thank God). 

Anyway, I wanted to write this hot on the heels of 
the All-Star game and something Michael Baumann 
wrote on Grantland.com. And actually it had to do 
with something I wrote about earlier in the season, 
concerning how baseball was losing out on the interest 
of a younger audience and minorities and what they 
might be able to do to reverse that. 

At the time I wrote that, I didn’t 
really have an idea what baseball 
could do. But Baumann did, and it 
had to do with how baseball players 
are allowed to dress at the All-Star 
game. Only in the Midsummer Clas-
sic are players allowed to wear what 
they want besides the uniform. You 
see white shoes, or different colored 
shoes than players are mandated 
to wear during the season (it has 
to be 51% of whatever the team’s 
color is or black, I believe. Like the 
Cubs have to wear blue shoes, for 
instance). 

In the All-Star game players could wear brightly 
colored sleeves or batting gloves. Yadier Molina had a 
gladiator-like gold chest protector. And on it went.

Why isn’t this allowed during the 162? Tradition? 
As we already know, baseball is far too bogged down 
in tradition. If anything else, with everything now in 
high-definition it certainly isn’t a bad idea to provide 
more color so that it pops on screen. 

Basketball certainly doesn’t have a problem with 
this, and that’s a game that grabs the eyes of kids. 
I suppose baseball could point to the NFL where 
everything is so closely regulated that players receive 
fines for the wrong color shoes, a la Brandon Marshall. 
But the NFL exists in its own stratosphere. Nothing 
should be compared to it. The NBA allows all sorts of 
sleeves and shoes and socks and doesn’t really care 
all that much. Individuality is certainly not looked down 
on. It’s the same in soccer, where Messi and Ronaldo 
are allowed to trot out in green or yellow or gold shoes 
and whatever hairstyles they like. Obviously, baseball 

doesn’t have the hairstyle option but you get it. 
It wouldn’t hurt the game in any competitive way 

if players were allowed green cleats or bright batting 
gloves or neon sleeves (except for pitchers, I guess). 
It’s one thing baseball could do to show it has any 
interest in moving out of the 20th Century, which it 
hasn’t really. But then again, we’re not sure they have 
any interest in that. 

–This week will see the trade deadline, and for 
the first time in many years, probably since 2009 but 
maybe even 2008, the Cubs will be buyers to make 
a playoff push instead of trying to sell whatever isn’t 
nailed down. It’s certainly a new feeling, anticipating 
who will be the new guy in uniform come this time next 
week, if anyone. 

There’s been some discussion of moving the 
deadline back, because with baseball’s playoff system 
there’s not enough teams who know they’re out of it 
to create much of a market. But it’s this system that 

allowed the Cubs to cash in so 
hardcore with the pieces they did 
have in the previous years that have 
led to this quicker than expected 
turnaround. Think about the prices 
paid for Ryan Dempster, Matt Gar-
za, Scott Feldman, Jeff Samardzija, 
and some other parts I’m probably 
forgetting, then ask yourself if the 
Cubs would have gotten that much 
if more than just a handful of teams 
were sellers. If baseball wants to 
help bad teams turn around more 
quickly, they’ll leave it just as it 

is because they can exact a ransom if they’re smart 
enough to do so. Every league aims for parity, right?

Also, I like that the deadline comes and players 
moved have two months with their team. Of course, 
there’s the waiver-deadline at the end of August when 
things still get done. But when a player is only around 
for a month or so it feels like a mercenary type thing. 
The NHL’s deadline only allows for about 18-22 games  
after it, and so it never quite feels like they’re a part 
of anything. They’re just tacked on. No one cares if 
that teams ends up winning of course, but it would be 
a little better if they had more time to get ingrained, I 
guess. 

Anyway, I’ll enjoy all the chatter as this Cubs front 
office is now left to do one of the few things it hasn’t 
yet, and that’s make a good deal at the deadline to 
improve the current season’s team. It’s fun to watch 
them take on new challenges, that’s for sure. Sit back 
and enjoy. 

From the Editor

Sam Fels
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We believe all dogs, no matter their breed or 
background, deserve the chance to live as pets.   

At PRC, we have made it our mission to prepare 
our rescue dogs for this opportunity through 

socialization with dogs and people, an introduction 
to good manners and basic obedience, and proper 
vet care. In addition, we feel it is just as important 

to empower our adopters with the tools necessary to 
continue what we have begun and strive to remain a 

resource to them for years to come.
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National League

American League

2015 MLB STANDINGS

Top 10 Reasons Cubs Can Wait On Cole Hamels
10. Nobody wants to hear Coomer struggle with Hammel/Hamels.
9. The way Lester & Arietta are pitching, you’re running the risk of overpaying for a #3 
starter.
8. David Price has already done everything but wear a Cubs hat on the mound.
7. The Phillies want package with Baez. Don’t think Jed & Theo are ready to bail on him yet.
6. The biggest area of strength for the Cubs has been starting pitching.
5. If they did it last  weekend could have saved on airfare.
4. Everyone’s trying to find out if Broad Street Hockey ever sent Fels cheesesteaks in 2010.
3. Um... he’s already now pitched the best game he ever will?
2. They want to see him swing a bat first, they need all the offense they can get.
1. They haven’t given out #35 since Randall Simon, so clearly a retirement ceremony is in 
the works.

FORKLIFT’S TOP 10 LIST

Look-a-Likes
FIRST PITCH

EAST W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10
New York Yankees 55 42 .567 0 30-17 25-25 450 416 34 8-2

Toronto Blue Jays 50 50 .500 6.5 28-19 22-31 528 433 95 5-5

Baltimore Orioles 48 49 .495 7 27-18 21-31 421 380 41 4-6

Tampa Bay Rays 49 51 .490 7.5 25-29 24-22 351 374 -23 4-6

Boston Red Sox 44 55 .444 12 24-24 20-31 403 465 -62 2-8
CENTRAL W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10

Kansas City Royals 59 38 .608 0 34-18 25-20 420 350 70 6-4

Minnesota Twins 52 46 .531 7.5 32-18 20-28 413 405 8 4-6

Detroit Tigers 48 50 .490 11.5 25-27 23-23 440 464 -24 4-6

Chicago White Sox 46 50 .479 12.5 24-22 22-28 336 396 -60 5-5

Cleveland Indians 45 52 .464 14 19-30 26-22 375 418 -43 3-7
WEST W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10

Los Angeles Angels 55 43 .561 0 32-21 23-22 423 362 61 7-3

Houston Astros 55 45 .550 1 33-17 22-28 437 370 67 6-4

Texas Rangers 47 50 .485 7.5 16-26 31-24 423 451 -28 5-5

Seattle Mariners 46 53 .465 9.5 22-28 24-25 359 409 -50 5-5

Oakland Athletics 44 56 .440 12 21-29 23-27 421 384 37 4-6

EAST W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10
Washington Nationals 52 45 .536 0 28-19 24-26 410 380 30 4-6

New York Mets 51 48 .515 2 34-16 17-32 349 355 -6 4-6

Atlanta Braves 46 52 .469 6.5 26-20 20-32 369 413 -44 4-6

Miami Marlins 41 58 .414 12 24-23 17-35 358 386 -28 3-7

Philadelphia Phillies 37 63 .370 16.5 23-26 14-37 356 495 -139 8-2
CENTRAL W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10

St. Louis Cardinals 63 35 .643 0 36-13 27-22 393 286 107 7-3

Pittsburgh Pirates 57 41 .582 6 35-17 22-24 395 343 52 4-6

Chicago Cubs 51 46 .526 11.5 25-23 26-23 369 368 1 4-6
Cincinnati Reds 43 53 .448 19 25-22 18-31 384 435 -51 4-6

Milwaukee Brewers 43 56 .434 20.5 20-29 23-27 396 438 -42 5-5
WEST W L PCT GB HOME ROAD RS RA DIFF L10

Los Angeles Dodgers 56 44 .560 0 33-17 23-27 413 353 60 5-5

San Francisco Giants 54 44 .551 1 28-22 26-22 426 376 50 9-1

San Diego Padres 47 52 .475 8.5 24-25 23-27 378 432 -54 7-3

Arizona Diamondbacks 46 51 .474 8.5 26-27 20-24 422 422 0 4-6

Colorado Rockies 42 54 .438 12 24-27 18-27 436 495 -59 5-5

Troy Tulowitzki Johnny Manziel

You can probably bet that the Browns wish 
Manziel was as Jesus-y as Tulo. 



Chicago Cubs Stats
Hitting

Key: PA - plate appearances, H - hits, HR - home runs, RBI - runs batted in, AVG - batting average, SB - stolen bases, BB% - walk-rate, K% - strike-
out rate,  OBP - on-base percentage, SLG - slugging percentage, OPS - on-base percentage + slugging percentage, ISO - Isolated power (slugging 
- batting average), BABIP - batting average of balls put in play (minus home runs), LD% - line-drive percentage, wOBA - weighted on-base average, 
WAR - wins above replacement

POS Name PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K% OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

1B Anthony Rizzo 426 99 16 51 .282 14 11.5 % 12.4 % .397 .501 .898 .219 .289 24.6 % .387 3.3

CF Dexter Fowler 412 85 9 26 .236 16 11.2 % 20.9 % .324 .372 .697 .136 .285 21.0 % .310 1.2

SS Starlin Castro 399 88 5 40 .233 4 4.0 % 17.0 % .268 .302 .571 .069 .270 15.1 % .249 -0.9

3B Kris Bryant 386 82 13 56 .252 10 13.2 % 30.6 % .358 .445 .802 .193 .347 17.0 % .352 3.2

LF Chris Coghlan 320 71 10 23 .254 9 11.6 % 18.1 % .345 .429 .773 .175 .288 20.2 % .335 1.9

2B Addison Russell 300 63 6 24 .232 1 8.7 % 30.0 % .303 .360 .664 .129 .324 18.7 % .295 1.3

RF Jorge Soler 284 67 5 26 .258 2 7.0 % 32.0 % .313 .385 .698 .127 .373 27.5 % .302 0.3

C Miguel Montero* 255 50 10 32 .230 0 12.9 % 25.1 % .337 .392 .729 .161 .276 26.5 % .320 1.2

OF Chris Denorfia 142 38 1 13 .290 0 4.9 % 21.8 % .329 .374 .703 .084 .370 26.3 % .307 0.4

C David Ross 107 17 1 5 .185 1 13.1 % 30.8 % .292 .293 .586 .109 .276 19.3 % .244 0.3

IF Jonathan Herrera 104 25 1 13 .255 3 1.9 % 12.5 % .270 .337 .607 .082 .286 16.3 % .261 0.0

OF Mike Baxter 66 14 0 2 .246 0 10.6 % 21.2 % .348 .263 .612 .018 .326 23.3 % .281 -0.1

OF Junior Lake 62 13 1 5 .224 4 6.5 % 32.3 % .274 .345 .619 .121 .324 25.7 % .274 -0.3

OF Matt Szczur 62 12 1 8 .211 2 4.8 % 24.2 % .246 .316 .562 .105 .262 14.6 % .246 -0.2

C Kyle Schwarber 53 19 3 11 .396 1 9.4 % 26.4 % .453 .667 1.119 .271 .516 23.5 % .474 0.7

U Arismendy Alcantara 32 2 0 1 .077 1 15.6 % 34.4 % .226 .077 .303 .000 .133 14.3 % .167 -0.4

3B Mike Olt 16 2 1 1 .133 0 0.0 % 37.5 % .188 .333 .521 .200 .125 11.1 % .231 -0.1

C Taylor Teagarden 15 3 0 2 .200 0 0.0 % 26.7 % .200 .200 .400 .000 .273 36.4 % .176 -0.1

Team Totals 780 86 351 .237 69 9.0 % 24.2 % .313 .370 .684 .133 .297 20.6 % .300 11.2

Rank in NL 15 6 11 13 3 2 15 10 12 10 9 10 11 10 8

IT’S ALIVE!!!

Ouch. 

Fun stat, Schwarber’s average exit 
velocity of his hits is 101.5 MPH, or 13 
MPH over league average. 

.261 OBP the last two weeks. His 
ground ball rate is also up 5% in July, 
but none of this will continue. 

On DL
Tommy La Stella - Oblique
Miguel Montero - Thumb

* on DL
Italics in minors



Chicago Cubs Stats
Pitching

Starters

Bullpen

GS - games started, G - appearances (bullpen), IP - innings pitched, K/9 - strikeouts per nine innings pitched, BB/9 - walks per nine innings 
pitched, K/BB - strikeout-to-walk ratio, HR/9 - homers per nine innings pitched, BABIP - batting average against of balls put in play (minus home 
runs), LOB% - left-on-base percentage, LD% percentage of line-drives given up, GB/FB - ground-balls to fly-balls ratio, HR/FB - home runs to 
fly-balls allowed ratio, WHIP - walks + hits/innings pitched, ERA - earned run average, FIP - fielding independent ERA, ERA- - adjusted ERA (100 is 
average and lower is better) WAR - wins above replacement

Name GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB% LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

Jake Arrieta 20 134.2 9.42 2.07 4.55 0.60 .279 75.8 % 22.1 % 1.95 9.9 % 1.00 2.61 2.60 68 3.7

Jon Lester 20 124.2 8.81 2.24 3.94 0.72 .309 71.9 % 22.2 % 1.69 9.8 % 1.20 3.32 2.99 87 2.8

Jason Hammel 19 112.1 8.97 1.76 5.09 0.96 .268 70.5 % 23.0 % 0.96 10.0 % 1.02 3.20 3.16 84 2.2

Kyle Hendricks 19 110.2 7.56 1.63 4.65 0.81 .296 70.7 % 20.3 % 1.62 10.1 % 1.13 3.66 3.24 96 2.2

Tsuyoshi Wada* 7 31.1 8.90 3.16 2.82 1.44 .289 82.4 % 23.3 % 1.28 17.2 % 1.28 3.73 4.31 98 0.2

Dallas Beeler 2 7.0 7.71 5.14 1.50 0.00 .400 50.0 % 4.3 % 3.40 0.0 % 2.00 6.43 3.07 168 0.1

Team Totals 573.0 8.64 2.07 4.17 0.90 .291 71.9 % 22.0 % 1.48 11.3 % 1.13 3.46 3.23 90 11.3

Rank in NL 10 1 3 1 5 6 11 13 7 7 1 5 3 4 2

Name G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB% LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

Pedro Strop 47 43.0 10.26 4.40 2.33 0.84 .204 73.1 % 19.8 % 1.48 12.9 % 1.02 3.14 3.74 82 0.3

Hector Rondon 44 43.0 8.16 2.09 3.90 0.42 .259 82.1 % 21.7 % 1.65 5.9 % 0.98 1.88 2.62 49 1.0

Jason Motte 44 38.2 5.82 2.33 2.50 0.70 .254 80.9 % 20.5 % 0.70 5.3 % 1.14 2.79 3.64 73 0.3

James Russell 36 24.0 5.63 2.63 2.14 0.38 .325 76.0 % 23.0 % 1.48 4.3 % 1.38 3.00 3.23 78 0.2

Justin Grimm 31 24.1 13.68 4.81 2.85 0.74 .300 88.2 % 25.5 % 2.45 18.2 % 1.23 1.85 2.70 48 0.4

Zac Rosscup* 26 23.0 9.78 4.30 2.27 1.57 .283 79.6 % 23.0 % 0.96 16.7 % 1.39 4.30 4.59 112 -0.2

Travis Wood 22 31.0 10.16 4.65 2.19 0.29 .303 75.1 % 22.7 % 0.81 3.1 % 1.29 3.19 2.78 83 0.4

Neil Ramirez 13 8.2 9.35 5.19 1.80 1.04 .360 88.2 % 15.4 % 0.83 8.3 % 1.73 3.12 4.22 81 0.0

Brian Schlitter 10 7.1 4.91 2.45 2.00 2.45 .370 71.4 % 17.2 % 3.80 40.0 % 1.91 7.36 6.34 192 -0.3

Yoervis Medina 5 9.0 7.00 4.00 1.75 1.00 .355 61.6 % 25.0 % 1.40 10.0 % 1.78 7.00 4.29 183 0.0

Rafael Soriano 3 2.2 6.75 3.38 2.00 3.38 .286 100.0 % 37.5 % 0.67 33.3 % 1.50 3.38 7.57 88 -0.2

Team Totals 329 306.2 8.45 3.61 2.34 0.68 .294 75.5 % 22.0 % 1.33 8.1 % 1.29 3.38 3.43 88 2.5

Rank in NL 1 4 6 12 10 4 7 6 14 11 3 10 7 7 7 6

Kyle’s LD% has risen every month 
and was at 28% in July. Keep an eye 
on this. 

Ramirez needs to be sent down until 
he regains his velocity. He won’t be 
effective throwing 93 MPH. 

Rondon has a 0.87 ERA in July. He’s 
struck out 11 in 10.2 innings while 
walking two and giving up five hits. 

Arrieta hadn’t given up a homer in 
nearly six weeks before Howard got 
him on Saturday. 

On DL
Zac Rosscup - Shoulder
Tsuyoshi Wada - Deltoid

* on DL
Italics in minors



Look Suggestions For Kris Bryant

It has been hinted that due to his captivating blue eyes that you could lose your entire self into that Kris Bryant has some trouble in 
at the plate in the daylight hours. Well, we’re here with some suggestions for him to reduce light sensitivity and to have one of the 

more iconic looks in baseball. 

The Terminator The Bootsy

The Morpheus The LaForge

The Raoul Duke The Montana



So this is what it feels like when doves cry. 
We were unapologetic Starlin Castro fans. In some ways we still are. We 

thought his foibles were seriously over-hyped, the product of a cross-stream of 
a frustrated fanbase watching meaningless baseball for years and being rushed 
through the Cubs’ system by the previous regime trying to throw anything to 
the wall to save its hide. We believed that Starlin worked at it and wanted to get 
better, and there were times last year where he certainly looked on that arc. 

But it feels like it’s over now. It feels like it’s over because it’s been three 
months of utter trash. That’s not a slump any longer. That’s what this season is. 
It feels like it’s over because Starlin has let his defense sag with his offense. It 
feels like it’s over because the replacements are staring us all right in the face. 
You can’t turn a blind eye anymore. 

It isn’t all that hard to pinpoint where it went off the rails for Starlin this year. 
His line-drive rate nosedived by a third from last season and his ground ball rate 
has leapt up by 10%. He just doesn’t hit the ball in the air with any authority this 
season. He has two-extra base hits in July. So clearly it’s not moving in the right 
direction. 

Looking at his zone profile, Starlin isn’t swinging at much more than he did 
last year, but he is offering at more pitches off the plate inside. And he’s not 
going to do anything with those pitches. And anything to the outside half of the 
zone or farther he simply hasn’t hit with any zest whatsoever. When Starlin was 
at his best he was lining balls over the 2nd basemen like it was something he 

could do whenever he wanted. 
The question is: what now? There have been rumors that both he and 

Baez would be involved in a trade for Cole Hamels, but that doesn’t make any 
goddamn sense. Starlin clearly isn’t enough to be the centerpiece of any deal, 
but going from having a glut of shortstops to having basically no one to play 2nd 
base doesn’t seem to add up (unless of course Ben Zobrist is becoming a Chi-
cagoan this week). And the Cubs are still two years away from seeing Gleyber 
Torres coming up, and that’s if everything goes well. 

What’s kind of galling is that if not for injuries, Castro would probably already 
be on the bench. Tommy La Stella or Baez would have grabbed some ABs 
by now for sure, you’d have to think. The Cubs can’t carry a glove-only player 
anywhere right now, and Castro doesn’t even have a glove. 

But now Baez is approaching health in Iowa, and this question can’t be 
more than two weeks away, if both are indeed Cubs past Friday. There’s simply 
no way Baez could provide less at the plate than Castro has unless he repeats 
his last season. And certainly Baez and Russell up the middle would be better 
defensively. If you’re going to be at-best inconsistent at the plate with your 
middle infield, you might as well go with the guy who might pop for 30 homers. 
And we already know that Joe Maddon loves Baez’s defense and versatility and 
speed. 

If Baez takes Starlin’s spot this season, we know that it’s the end of the line 
for Castro here. We didn’t want this, but we can’t ignore it either. 

CUBS SPOTLIGHT

Starlin 
Castro



Hitters

Starters

Bullpen

Pos. Name PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K% OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

CF Charlie Blackmon 413 107 12 44 .293 25 7.7 % 17.2 % .363 .463 .826 .170 .332 25.6 % .359 3.1

3B Nolan Arenado 387 103 25 74 .286 0 4.7 % 14.2 % .323 .583 .906 .297 .274 18.4 % .377 3.5

2B DJ LeMahieu 379 109 4 39 .314 12 8.2 % 16.6 % .370 .403 .774 .089 .375 26.9 % .341 2.1

RF Carlos Gonzalez 354 87 18 47 .270 2 7.9 % 20.3 % .326 .497 .823 .227 .294 18.6 % .352 1.6

SS Troy Tulowitzki 346 97 12 52 .305 0 6.9 % 20.8 % .353 .478 .831 .173 .359 19.7 % .356 1.4

C Nick Hundley 280 79 7 33 .303 3 6.1 % 19.6 % .346 .464 .810 .161 .360 23.9 % .352 2.0

1B Wilin Rosario 187 50 5 22 .275 2 2.1 % 23.0 % .294 .429 .723 .154 .336 19.4 % .309 -0.8

LF Brandon Barnes 183 46 1 11 .284 1 9.8 % 18.6 % .363 .377 .739 .093 .354 28.6 % .328 0.1

1B Ben Paulsen 181 48 7 26 .293 0 8.3 % 19.9 % .350 .512 .862 .220 .336 23.3 % .371 1.1

LF Corey Dickerson 141 41 5 16 .306 0 5.0 % 23.4 % .340 .507 .848 .201 .375 29.7 % .366 0.3

IF Daniel Descalso 124 23 2 16 .202 1 6.5 % 21.8 % .254 .298 .552 .096 .247 20.7 % .239 -1.0

C Michael McKenry 123 22 3 12 .212 2 13.8 % 28.5 % .325 .404 .729 .192 .284 17.1 % .321 0.1

OF Drew Stubbs 93 17 5 9 .207 2 8.6 % 41.9 % .286 .451 .737 .244 .316 14.3 % .316 -0.1

Team Totals 896 109 422 .273 51 6.6 % 20.5 % .324 .440 .764 .167 .320 21.8 % .330 11.1

Rank in NL 2 2 1 2 8 13 8 3 1 1 2 2 4 1 9

Name GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB% LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

Kyle Kendrick 20 112.1 4.73 2.72 1.74 2.00 .299 67.8 % 23.1 % 1.03 16.8 % 1.52 6.33 6.00 144 -0.9

Jorge de la Rosa 16 87.2 8.83 4.52 1.95 1.23 .288 71.4 % 19.0 % 1.76 16.9 % 1.41 4.62 4.46 105 0.5

Eddie Butler 12 60.1 4.77 4.92 0.97 1.04 .332 73.4 % 23.7 % 1.98 13.2 % 1.79 4.77 5.35 109 -0.1

Chris Rusin 10 58.2 6.44 2.45 2.63 1.38 .340 67.2 % 21.2 % 2.32 19.1 % 1.57 4.60 4.50 105 0.4

Team Totals 520.0 6.40 3.60 1.78 1.33 .310 69.6 % 21.8 % 1.54 15.0 % 1.52 5.12 4.90 117 1.5

Rank in NL 15 14 15 15 15 12 14 10 5 15 15 14 15 13 15

Name G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB% LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

Christian Friedrich 42 41.0 7.46 2.63 2.83 0.44 .366 65.9 % 26.0 % 1.55 5.3 % 1.51 4.61 2.92 105 0.5

Boone Logan 41 27.0 11.67 4.67 2.50 1.00 .370 75.3 % 16.4 % 1.03 10.0 % 1.63 5.00 3.92 114 0.0

Rafael Betancourt 33 29.1 9.51 2.15 4.43 0.92 .333 57.5 % 25.8 % 0.50 6.8 % 1.33 5.22 3.00 119 0.5

John Axford 32 29.1 8.90 4.91 1.81 0.61 .286 76.5 % 14.1 % 2.48 9.5 % 1.43 3.38 3.61 77 0.3

LaTroy Hawkins 24 22.1 8.06 1.61 5.00 1.21 .306 78.0 % 15.4 % 2.06 16.7 % 1.16 3.63 3.56 83 0.1

Tommy Kahnle 23 20.2 11.76 5.66 2.08 0.87 .340 74.5 % 26.1 % 3.25 25.0 % 1.50 3.48 3.60 79 0.1

Gonzalez Germen 4 4.1 10.38 6.23 1.67 0.00 .273 66.7 % 0.0 % 0.57 0.0 % 1.38 4.15 2.84 95 0.0

Team Totals 317 321.1 7.76 3.28 2.37 0.87 .320 69.5 % 20.2 % 1.49 9.9 % 1.42 4.57 3.79 104 1.5

Rank in NL 5 8 11 9 12 13 12 8 10 12 13 13 12 14 10 15

This won’t come as 
much of a shock, but the 
Rockies’ team slugging 
and on-base percentage 
drop 100 points when on 
the road vs. Coors. 

The Rockies don’t have 
any idea who is taking 
Tuesday’s start, so we 
don’t either. Why only 
four listed. Rusin is their 
only starter with an ERA 
under 4.50 in July. 

Has a 6.82 ERA career 
against the Cubs, in 
case you were curious 
how that whole revenge 
thing was going. 

On DL
Christian Bergman- Shoul-

der
Chad Bettis - Elbow

Brooks Brown - Shoulder
Jordan Lyles - Toe

Justin Morneau - Everything
Adam Ottavino - Elbow

Colorado Rockies



We’ll admit it. We wanted the Cubs to take Jonathan Gray in the 2013 
draft with the #2 pick. We knew Mark Appel would be gone, and the Cubs 
didn’t have any dominant arms in the system (and they still might not, at 
least high in it, depending on what you think of Carl Edwards). We didn’t 
know that much about it, and we certainly didn’t know that the Cubs front 
office had identified power bats as a market inequity and something they 
were going to corner. Oh well, guess we’ll just have to live with Kris Bryant, 
huh?

Jon Gray hasn’t made it to Coors Field yet, though he’s likely to at the 
end of this season. He hasn’t lit their system on fire either, with a 3.91 ERA 
in Double-A last year and one over 4.00 this year in Triple-A. He’s not quite 
averaging a strikeout per inning, though he isn’t walking that many guys 
either. Gray will come to Denver with a plus fastball and a plus change, 
with a slider that’s getting there. He’ll certainly have all the tools when he 
becomes a Rockie.

But will Gray help Colorado crack the code of what kind of staff they 
need to build in Colorado? Because it’s not one they’ve ever been able to 
solve. 

The Rockies lone playoff team had Jeff Francis and Aaron Cook leading 
it, and they weren’t really ever heard from again. Ubaldo Jimenez was able 
to put a couple more effective years together, but clearly the Rockies have 

never had a staff that put together productive years in a row, much less 
dominating ones.

But how do you do that in Coors Field? The size of the outfield means 
you want to limit contact, because no matter how speedy your outfielders 
are some stuff is just going to fall in or fly out altogether. But as we know, 
breaking balls don’t quite have the bite at altitude. So does that mean you 
need high-powered fastballs and good change-ups and chase strikeouts?

That provides another problem, because throwing six or seven innings 
at altitude is a different physical toll than doing so at sea-level or every other 
park in the majors. There’s more recovery involved. 

Does that mean a six-man rotation, then? If you pack it with strikeout 
pitchers? Can any team pack a rotation with six strikeout pitchers? You 
wouldn’t think so, would you?

The Rockies had better think of something unique and different. While 
they’ve been able to sporadically put together playoff teams in 2007 and 
2009, they haven’t been close since and those were the first in 12 years. 
They just have never consistently put out a consistent winner. They’ve only 
put together three straight over .500 seasons once, ‘95-’97. And this is the 
main crux of the problem. Should they go to a piggyback model, where they 
their starter is paired with a reliever and they each go about four innings? 
That’s a lot of questions to answer, and they’re nowhere close. 

ROCKIES SPOTLIGHT

Jon
Gray



Pos. Name PA H HR RBI AVG SB BB% K% OBP SLG OPS ISO BABIP LD% wOBA WAR

RF Ryan Braun 383 92 18 61 .268 15 8.9 % 21.4 % .338 .487 .825 .219 .302 17.9 % .355 1.5

1B Adam Lind 359 90 16 58 .285 0 11.1 % 17.8 % .365 .500 .865 .215 .311 16.1 % .372 2.1

SS Jean Segura 336 88 4 27 .275 15 2.7 % 14.3 % .304 .350 .654 .075 .312 16.2 % .286 0.4

OF Gerardo Parra 335 98 9 31 .317 7 5.4 % 17.0 % .356 .505 .861 .188 .360 24.1 % .368 1.1

CF Carlos Gomez 302 73 8 42 .266 7 7.6 % 22.8 % .334 .431 .765 .164 .330 20.5 % .336 1.9

C Jonathan Lucroy 251 56 3 20 .248 0 8.4 % 12.4 % .312 .336 .648 .088 .273 23.4 % .289 0.5

LF Khris Davis 200 42 7 21 .239 0 11.0 % 26.0 % .325 .443 .768 .205 .297 19.2 % .335 0.4

2B Scooter Gennett 197 47 4 18 .254 0 4.1 % 18.3 % .299 .384 .683 .130 .297 21.6 % .291 0.1

C Martin Maldonado 161 27 3 12 .188 0 9.3 % 24.8 % .263 .264 .526 .076 .235 17.6 % .232 -0.2

IF Hector Gomez 131 23 1 7 .185 0 2.3 % 29.8 % .217 .331 .548 .145 .262 27.7 % .238 -0.3

IF Hernan Perez 92 27 1 4 .310 0 2.2 % 18.5 % .326 .471 .797 .161 .377 18.6 % .344 0.1

OF Shane Peterson 88 24 0 6 .296 0 8.0 % 29.5 % .352 .370 .723 .074 .436 34.5 % .321 0.3

Team Totals 843 91 378 .251 46 6.6 % 20.5 % .306 .396 .702 .144 .297 19.9 % .306 8.0

Rank in NL 8 5 6 11 10 12 7 11 7 8 4 11 14 8 12

Name GS IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB% LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

Mike Fiers 20 112.0 9.32 3.38 2.76 1.13 .319 74.8 % 21.7 % 0.93 10.9 % 1.38 3.94 3.88 102 1.5

Jimmy Nelson 20 122.1 7.50 3.24 2.32 0.96 .291 71.2 % 20.2 % 1.66 12.1 % 1.29 3.97 4.08 103 1.2

Kyle Lohse 20 113.0 6.61 2.07 3.19 1.83 .320 65.3 % 24.4 % 0.97 16.1 % 1.45 6.29 5.01 163 0.0

Matt Garza 18 105.2 6.47 3.07 2.11 1.45 .328 66.3 % 22.3 % 1.38 14.9 % 1.57 5.45 4.77 141 0.3

Taylor Jungmann 9 59.0 7.02 2.90 2.42 0.31 .258 81.3 % 17.5 % 1.75 4.2 % 1.05 2.14 3.22 55 1.1

Team Totals 582.2 7.24 2.86 2.54 1.22 .311 71.6 % 21.3 % 1.31 13.0 % 1.39 4.53 4.31 117 4.5

Rank in NL 5 8 11 9 12 13 12 8 10 12 13 13 12 14 10

Name G IP K/9 BB/9 K/BB HR/9 BABIP LOB% LD% GB/FB HR/FB WHIP ERA FIP ERA- WAR

Will Smith 46 36.0 12.50 3.50 3.57 0.25 .305 75.8 % 16.5 % 1.13 3.2 % 1.11 2.00 1.90 52 0.9

Jeremy Jeffress 45 41.2 9.07 3.24 2.80 0.65 .319 79.9 % 21.4 % 3.00 13.0 % 1.32 3.02 3.28 78 0.3

Neal Cotts 40 39.1 9.15 3.43 2.67 1.37 .288 84.9 % 18.1 % 1.05 14.3 % 1.30 3.43 4.24 89 -0.1

Michael Blazek 39 48.2 8.14 2.96 2.75 0.00 .244 75.5 % 20.0 % 1.60 0.0 % 0.99 1.85 2.31 48 0.8

Jonathan Broxton 39 36.0 9.00 2.25 4.00 1.25 .343 59.5 % 21.4 % 1.70 16.7 % 1.36 6.00 3.62 155 0.1

Francisco Rodriguez 35 35.0 10.03 2.31 4.33 0.51 .222 87.8 % 22.0 % 1.67 8.3 % 0.83 1.54 2.35 40 0.8

Corey Knebel 23 26.1 9.57 3.42 2.80 1.03 .294 83.3 % 18.3 % 1.76 14.3 % 1.25 3.08 3.56 80 0.1

David Goforth 6 4.1 10.38 4.15 2.50 0.00 .455 71.4 % 45.5 % 2.00 0.0 % 1.62 4.15 2.14 108 0.0

Team Totals 292 297.0 9.27 3.24 2.86 0.76 .297 74.5 % 21.5 % 1.61 10.4 % 1.24 3.27 3.26 85 2.7

Rank in NL 10 7 2 6 5 6 8 9 11 4 12 5 5 2 4 5

The Brewers scored 
all of five runs in four 
games in Arizona the 
past weekend in losing 
three of four. 

Garza has given up 
more than four runs 
in seven of his last 12 
starts. But he’s put two 
quality starts together in 
a row. 

Hitters

Starters

Bullpen

On DL
Wily Peralta - Oblique

Milwaukee Brewers

Davis is hitting .176 the 
past two weeks. 



Last year we highlighted Carlos Gomez, and how we’d come to terms 
with his flamboyant ways and how baseball should probably embrace it too. 
He’d been doing it for a while, but only recently has he backed it up with his 
numbers. In fact, he’s more than backed it up. The only two center fielders 
who have been better than Gomez the past two-plus seasons are Mike 
Trout, who isn’t the same species, and Andrew McCutchen. That’s pretty 
heady company to be in, and it’s not all Gomez’s ridiculously good defense. 
He put up +wRC marks in ‘13 and ‘14 of 132 and 129. He hasn’t hit quite as 
well this year, but has been hampered by some injury problems (which is 
always a concern with him, as he’s only ever played more than 150 games 
once in his career and that was seven years ago). 

But the question for Milwaukee becomes whether or not they should see 
what the market for Gomez would be if they decided to trade him this week. 
The arguments for moving him are simple. His value will never be higher. 
He has another year on his deal after this one, so he wouldn’t be just a rent-
al which would drive his value down. And because he’s been so good, when 
his contract is up at the end of next season, you could be sure that his 
agent is going to be pointing at McCutchen’s $14 million per year as just a 
starting point, as Cutch signed that well before he ever hit free agency. Are 
you really going to pay Gomez $15-16 million or more per year in his 30s?

Those injures are a concern as well. If had trouble staying on the field 

in his 20s, is he going to be an ever-present after he’s 30? Will he still be 
worth that money when the Brewers are good again? Do we even know 
when that is?

Looking around though, it’s hard to see a landing spot for Gomez if the 
Brewers could be convinced to move him. The Dodgers, Angels, Royals 
and Yankees, are clearly set in center. Could the Astros use him? He 
doesn’t really solve their lack of OBP problem, but he’s be an improvement 
on Colby Rasmus and his wonderful mane of hair. The Jays need pitching 
more than hitting. Would they trade him 80 miles south? It’s hard to con-
ceive of the Cubs giving up on Dexter Fowler, especially as he’s started to 
actually show a pulse lately and Gomez doesn’t really fit into how they want 
players to approach the plate. The Giants could use improvement defen-
sively for sure than Gregor Blanco and Angel Pagan, but it doesn’t seem 
like the kind of thing they’d do and they probably don’t have the prospects 
anyway. It’s not a huge market. 

Still, the Brewers might think with Jimmy Nelson, Taylor Jungmann, and 
Wily Peralta in the rotation that they aren’t all that far away from at least be-
ing competitive again. But Ryan Braun is probably never going to be Ryan 
Braun again, leaving only Jonathan Lucroy to anchor the lineup. It may be 
time to restock. 

BREWERS SPOTLIGHT

Carlos
Gomez



Rockies Q and A
We couldn’t get any Rockies bloggers to talk to us. But then again, if you were a Rockies fan, would you talk to anyone? 

So we stole this piece about Carlos Gonzalez from Harrison Williams at RockiesZingers.com.
It has been a great run for Carlos Gonzalez during his seven years at mile high, but now seems to 

be the most opportune time for the Rockies to trade him to jumpstart the rebuild. Cargo is in the midst 
of a nice comeback year which might warrant a return worthy of trading him, but his subpar 2014 along 
with his injury history make things tricky. As I did previously with Wilin Rosario and John Axford link 
here I am going to calculate Cargo’s trade value to see what type of return the Rockies could expect 
if they were to move on from Cargo. For more information on our methodology and how we calculate 
surplus value or negative surplus value, please refer to this prior piece.

To begin the process I needed to project out Carlos Gonzalez‘ WAR (wins above replacement) 

for the remainder of his contract. To do this I used a combination of player comparisons and Cargo’s 
past WAR. For the Cole Hamels competition I did back in March I calculated his WAR for this year to 
be 4.14 and he is on pace for 4.1 so while this process may seem wonky, stick with me and it should 
make sense.

Baseball Reference has player comparisons for each player on their page and 4 of the top com-
parisons for Cargo were Larry Walker, Tim Salmon, Magglio Ordonez, and Brad Hawpe. These players 
range significantly but by having all 4 they start to account for each and come close to what Cargo is 
as we can both agree he’s no Walker but also is better that Hawpe.

This chart shows the weighted average, the orange bars, of each of the four player comparisons 
and projects out a WAR for Cargo moving forward. These player comps help to take into account de-
cline due to age and injuries that these players faced as they moved out of their prime. In 2016, Carlos 
Gonzalez will have a weighted average WAR 3.6 and then 2.825 in 2017. However, the weighted 
average only is 60% of the equation in determining his future WAR.

The other 40% of the equation comes from the past 3 years of production that Cargo has put up. 
The year most previous is weighted at 50% and 30% the year before that (2013) and then 20% for 
the year before that (2012 in this case). This 5/3/2 methodology helps to factor in solely the player 
and goes over the past 3 seasons to balance out an outlier season such as 2014 for Cargo. Carlos 
Gonzalez in on pace for a 1.7 WAR season this year and when using that number moving forward he 
projects to be a 1.62 and then 1.18 WAR player when using the 5/3/2 calculation.

The final step in determining his WAR is taking 60% of the weighted average and 40% of the 5/3/2 
average. This gives us a WAR of 2.808 in 2016 and then 2.167 in 2017. These projections suggest this 
recent hot streak to continue into the next 2 seasons and with Cargo only 29 currently he is just now in 
his prime. I will use these 2 numbers for his WAR moving forward in this article to calculate his trade 
surplus value to see what the Rockies could bring back in return for him.

A major problem facing the value of Cargo is his contract that is owed to him through 2017. Cargo 
salary

Cargo is the 43rd highest player in the MLB and 5th highest amongst right fielders. However this 
year, he is the 17th best right fielder according to WAR, thus helping to explain why nobody has been 
chomping at the bit to acquire Cargo. To determine his surplus value (trade value) I took his expected 
value – his projected WAR times the value of a win above replacement, 7 million – and subtracted his 
contract. This gave me a surplus value that was approximately negative $1.4 million.

Because CarGo has a negative surplus it is going to be very difficult to find a team that will give up 
a significant return that would entice the Rockies to sell. However, just because his surplus is negative 
doesn’t mean he isn’t an effective player, just an overpaid one. While a deal isn’t likely to get done 
there are three factors that might shift his value to get a deal done.

1. A team projects Cargo to have a higher WAR than I pegged him at. 2.808 and 2.167. This 
seems unlikely because Cargo is on pace for a 1.7 WAR this season so even the jump to 2.808 seems 
somewhat unlikely but very doable given his history. However, this history dates back two years now 
so I doubt a team will be dying to acquire Cargo at that valuation.

2. A team gets desperate for outfield help and values a win above replacement higher than the $7 
million that most across MLB set it at. 

3. The Rockies eat some of Cargo’s contract or are satisfied with trading him away for a very very 
limited return just to dump his salary. If any of these three factors change for whatever reason three 
teams would come to the top of the list calling for Cargo due to their dire need of help in the outfield to 
push them over the top for the playoff push.

1. Orioles: They have given 5 different players a shot in right field, with Travis Snider garnering the 
bulk of the time but he has just been a 0.5 WAR player this year and is more suited as a 4th outfielder. 
The Orioles however are not known as big spenders so the Rockies would most likely have to eat a 
good amount of the contract owed to Cargo to get the deal done. If the Rockies were to eat roughly 
the $15 million as I stated earlier they would then have a surplus value of around $13.5 million which 
would net them a fairly nice return. Zach Davies is a RHP in AAA currently and the Orioles #4 pros-
pect. The Orioles have floated the idea of trading their young starting pitcher Kevin Gausman, but he is 
far more valuable than Cargo so if the Rockies were set on acquiring him they would need to eat some 
money and part with another player, perhaps John Axford. The Orioles top 3 prospects in the minors 
are too valuable for Cargo but a guy like Davies and perhaps a lower level C- type should get the deal 
done if the Rockies are willing to eat some money.

2. Mets: They have Curtis Granderson in right field currently who has been having a nice season 
but they are completely void of a left fielder. Michael Cuddyer has been out in left most of the year and 
has just been a 0.1 WAR player, making the Rockies decision to let him walk for a compensation pick 
look amazing. Granderson could shift over to left allowing Cargo to come into right field and he would 
instantly become one of the biggest threats in that very weak lineup. The Mets are a bat away from 
being very serious contenders with their pitching staff so they are a team that might overvalue Cargo 
or be willing to pay above the $7 million per win above replacement if it means reaching the playoffs. 
They also could go the same route as the Orioles by having the Rockies pay down some money. If 
they went that way a prospect such as Marcos Molina a 20 year old RHP would be a great return for 
the Rockies. Otherwise if the Rockies didnt want to pay any of the contract the Mets seem to be a 
logical landing spot for Cargo as they have the money to overpay or just take on the contract and the 
negative surplus. This route would net the Rockies a limited return, most likely just a fringe C level 
prospect.

3. Angels: They are another team that would desperately benefit from adding a bat such as Cargo 
but already have a very good right fielder in Kole Calhoun so he or Cargo would shift to left. Matt 
Joyce has been playing the most in left for the Angels and has been a -1.1 WAR player making a Car-
go essentially a 2.1 WAR player for the remainder of the season for them as he would replace Joyce. 
The Angels like the Mets have some money to spend so they could go either of the routes discussed 
for the Mets. If they ate the entire contract they would maybe give up a C- level prospect such as Kyle 
Mcgowin. The Angels also could make an interesting move and trade C.J. Wilson to the Rockies or a 
third team as he also has close to a negative surplus value. A Cargo for CJ swap would benefit both 
teams greatly but the Rockies may be looking for more of a rebuild thus the need for a third team. If 
the Rockies decided to pay some of the contract the return again would skyrocket to a B level prospect 
like Christopher Ellis, a RHP who has been very good in AA this year.

While Cargo has been a mainstay for the Rockies and is on a nice hot streak of late I think now 
is the time to move on and get whatever return we can, with paying down some of his salary the best 
route as that will yield the best return. However, I don’t see the Rockies willing to pay part of his salary 
to go play elsewhere. Due to his negative surplus value I don’t see it likely that Cargo moves at the 
trade deadline, but if he continues this hot streak through the remainder of the season look for him to 
be moved in the offseason to make room for David Dahl and Raimel Tapia.

http://www.rockieszingers.com/2015/05/12/cu-boulder-team-2015-sabr-analytics-diamond-dollars-competition/


Brewers Q and A
We’ve got Paul Noonan from RonRoenickeStoleMyBaseball.com. Follow him on Twitter @BadgerNoonan.

Aramis Ramirez has already been flogged, Adam Lind is a name that keeps 
popping up in rumors as well. Who else is going at the trade deadline?

I think you will hear almost everyone on the roster named and see almost no one 
traded, including Lind whose back flared up yesterday. The one exception is Gerardo 
Parra who is having an outstanding season and can help out a lot of teams. I’m 
almost certain he’ll get moved and his name has popped up on everyone’s radar. 

There has been noise about Carlos Gomez, but I suspect it’s just noise. Jonathan 
Lucroy has griped a bit about the direction of the team, but consensus is that he’s 
now the face of the franchise and won’t be moved absent a gigantic haul. I like 
Lucroy but I suspect he won’t age well so that’s unfortunate. Jean Segura’s name has 
been dropped and he would be an attractive option as he’s under team control for 
a while and plays a solid shortstop. The Brewers’ one good high minors prospect is 
SS Orlando Arcia (brother of Minnesota Twin Oswaldo Arcia) and he should be major 
league ready fairly soon. They’ll move Lohse if they can, but probably won’t have any 
takers. They’ve said they won’t move Mike Fiers, which is ridiculous. 

In short, there’s a lot of smoke around everyone on the team, but I don’t expect 
much fire. 

Before this sell-off begins, the Brewers have played pretty well this month. 
What was the difference for them?

I hate to give a boring answer to this question, but it’s almost certainly just luck/
regression to the mean. This team’s true talent level is probably not that much differ-
ent than it was last year, probably just a little south of .500, and most of the time they 
will play more or less like a .500 team. The awful streak that started the season just 
buried them, but it was more the anomaly than this current streak of good play. It’s 
not all just luck. Gomez and Braun started out the season terribly and have righted 
themselves to varying degrees, and the young pitchers have been stable, but this 
current run is more what we all expected.  Honestly, had Braun, Lucroy, and Gomez 
played all season like they’re playing now (well, if Lucroy were playing something like 
his normal game), given the secondary contributions they’ve gotten from Lind, Parra, 
and Segura, we’d probably be talking about them as fringe playoff contenders now. 
If they come back with this same basic team again next year they’ll probably, once 
again, be something like a .500 true talent team relying on the whims of the baseball 
gods. 

Jonathan Lucroy is back after missing slightly less than half the season. 
But he hasn’t been anywhere near his sneaky case for an MVP season of last 
year. Is that toe injury still lingering?

Count me among those who are worried about Lucroy’s future. In addition to the 
toe he also suffered a hamstring injury in training camp which kept him from getting 
more practice at first base. He hasn’t been noisy about his injuries lately, but every-
thing about his game has suffered including his framing, and I know the research on 
framing shows that lower body injuries do have a substantial impact on the skill. It 
would not surprise me to learn that he’s still hurting.

Aside from that, he’s not exactly young anymore. Catchers age faster than 
everyone else and he’s now 29 with a ton of games under his belt. He’s been a good, 
but usually not a great offensive player (I doubt he’ll ever hit 53 doubles again) which 
makes things tricky. As a defensive wizard with a good bat behind the plate he’s 
amazingly valuable, but as a first baseman he’s mediocre at best. If at some point he 
goes the way of Joe Mauer and can’t catch anymore, his value will erode very quickly. 
If he followed Jason Kendall’s career path it wouldn’t surprise me. His contract is still 
a bargain for two more years, I just hope he manages to turn it around at some point 
before then. 

Jimmy Nelson certainly looked the part the last time he faced the Cubs. 
Been kind of up and down for him all season. What do you see?

Nelson followed a weird-but-predictable pattern in the minors of moving up a 
level, getting rocked pretty hard for like a year, finally adjusting, and then dominating 
that level for a year before getting promoted and starting the cycle over. His final 
year in the minors he threw 111 innings with a 1.46 ERA, .919 WHIP, and struck out 
over a batter an inning. He was dominant. I know some who think he can still be a 
number two starter in the bigs, but his consensus projection was generally as a three 
or four, and so far, that’s where he’s settled in. I wouldn’t be surprised to see some 
additional improvement, especially if he can increase the number of bats he misses 
just a tick more. He’s been a ground ball pitcher who can strike people out, but I’d like 
to see him turn into a strikeout pitcher who also gets ground balls. In any case, he’s 
a valuable piece and at least average, has a fastball that sits around 93 with good 
secondary offerings, and can occasionally still dominate. 

What about this Taylor Jungman character?
I have to confess that I’d almost written of Jungmann as a potential major league 

contributor. He was their first round pick (twelfth overall) in their much maligned 
2011 draft (which is actually looking better every day). He was a college player and 
expected to move quickly through the system. He did not. In fact I would argue he 
never once impressed anyone in his minor league career. 

But, as it turns out, if you pull a ground ball pitcher out of the minors and stick a 
major league defense in back of him, it can work out. Over 52% of balls put in play 
against him this season have been grounders. He’s also struck people out at a higher 
rate than I expected, though I think he has gotten a bit lucky with the home run ball, 
but consider me impressed. His fastball has been good, his curve had been missing 
bats and creating grounders, and he may be yet another cheap, solid mid-rotation 
starter along with Nelson and Peralta. There’s nothing wrong with that.

Ryan Braun question alert: He’s actually not been hurt this season, and the 
production is ok if not glittering. But the MVP candidate days are probably over, 
right? What do you do with that contract, then?

All you can do with Braun is live with the contract you gave him, shop him when 
you can (which is probably never) and otherwise enjoy his good if not amazing play in 
right field. He’ll never contend for an MVP again mainly because his surgically recon-
structed thumb will be an issue for the rest of his career. On days when it feels good 
he’s every bit of the MVP player he once was, but when it flares up he’s completely 
impotent at the plate, making him a truly maddening player. He will almost certainly 
be on the team for the duration of said contract. Oh well. 

Lastly... does Khris Davis always have that totally confused look on his 
face?

Yes. Khris Davis is a weird player. Sometimes it looks like he’s never played/
seen a baseball before. He will take some of the ugliest swings you will ever see. He 
has an awkward gait, and the worst arm of any player in the league. That said, he’s 
proven to be a better defensive outfielder than I ever thought possible, and when he 
does make solid contact he hits some of the most impressive home runs this side of 
Giancarlo Stanton. Seeing that kind of power from a player who is under six feet tall 
and under two-hundred pounds often leaves that look on everyone else’s faces.



When We Draw The Deadline
Continued from page 1

Nola coming after that? Remember, this is a guy who is 35 and wasn’t signed after 
getting Dresden-ed for the second half of last season. He’s a flier at best. Perhaps 
his second outing in the majors this season isn’t the place to put him out there with 
something on the line, hmmm?

Too Many Termites
But nitpicking on one managerial decision in one game in the week would be 

missing the point by a wide margin. The problem for the Cubs, as it has been for too 
long now, is that they simply don’t hit. And when Anthony RIzzo and Kris Bryant are 
gurgling bath water, as they’ve both done since the break, there is no rescue coming. 
Jorge Soler, while still hitting the ball very hard, hasn’t provided the spark we hoped 
for (or really all season, which was to be expected when we called him winning Rook-
ie Of The Year before the season). Starlin Castro continues to be an impressionist 
interpretation of a Chekhov play. Addison Russell’s at-bats look a little better since 
the break, but that hasn’t translated to results quite yet. 

We keep saying it, and we know the words are starting to lose all meaning. But 
this simply won’t continue. Dexter Fowler is actually showing a pulse. Chris Coghlan 
continues to be more productive than he will ever get credit for, while people are al-
ready ordering their “Cespedes” Cubs shirseys. No one honestly thinks that Anthony 
Rizzo will continue to hit .138 as he has the last week, or Bryant and his matching 
.138 average. It’s going to bust out soon, the hope just has to be the pitching doesn’t 
kick out when it finally does and leave the Cubs in a heap. 

Before the season, most everyone thought there would be a blip for Bryant. But 
his impressive start kind of made everyone delusional, us included. What’s weird 
about his struggles is that the thought is he can’t handle low pitches. But he’s actually 
swinging at fewer pitches below the zone than he was when he was hitting. His walk-
rate is just about in line with the rest of the season, and his Ks aren’t really that much 
higher than they were in the season’s first three months. He is pulling the ball slightly 
more, which suggests he’s rolling over and hitting a lot of harmless grounders, but 
this past weekend he seemed focused on driving the ball up the middle and the other 
way and was robbed of basically three home runs by the wind. This is not going to 
continue. It’s going to bust out soon. It’s a fucking mantra at this point. 

Soler remains more of a mystery. His line-drive rate is at 25% for the month of 
July, which is the lowest of the three months he’s played and yet one of the highest 
on the team. It’s too easy to point at his struggles to adapt to the new Yellow-
stone-sized major league strike zone, but how many pitches off the outside corner 
has he looked and bewildered they were called a strike? You want to say he’s due 
some luck, but he’s got a .374 BABIP on the season. Balls he actually makes contact 
on are falling in at a more than acceptable rate. The problem is that Soler has one 
of the lower contact rates in the league. He only connects with horsehide on 68% 
of the swings he makes. It’s one of the lowest marks on the team (strangely, Bryant 
and Schwarber are lower, and now you see the problems). It’s barely ahead of David 
Ross. 

The startling thing is when you add it all up, the Cubs offense is almost exactly as 
productive as it was last season. Brett Taylor gives you the grisly numbers here, and 
it’s pretty stark. The numbers are identical. That’s what happens when Castro falls off 
this bad, you haven’t gotten anything from center field until this week, the catchers 
have been a push, and 2nd base has been a problem at the plate as well. 

It’s probably important to tell everyone to breathe right now though. Yes, suddenly 
the Cubs sit 2.5 games back of the Giants for the second wild card spot. The Mets 
haven’t gone away and have actually added hitters with actual blood pumping 
through their veins in Kelly Johnson and Juan Uribe (though you’d hardly call those 
moves “definitive”). But the Giants had to win 10 of 12 to get here, and the Cubs had 
to get swept by the Phillies. These are not sustainable trends, though the Giants 
figure to play pretty well from here on out. Luckily, the Cubs have seven games with 
them left in August. This is not the Cubs we’ll see in a couple of weeks, we’re sure 
of that. Maybe we’re delusional, but there’s simply too much going wrong right now 
that’s not going to keep going wrong. Even if it’s just Rizzo and Bryant bouncing 

back. Hold on loosely, baby don’t let go. 

Trading Wind, Blowing Every Time You Move Your 
Teeth

Of course, the big story this week, which might have happened by the time you 
read this, is that the trade deadline in Friday and the Cubs are certainly going to do 
something, if not a couple things. 

While the search for a new starter has reached the same length of time the one 
for Spock did, clearly something has to be done about the offense. It’s hard to figure 
out where the Cubs would target an upgrade. You’re probably tempted to to say left 
field, but again, Coghlan has been surprisingly effective and it would be really hard to 
improve on what he would provide over just two months, especially at the price that 
would cost. You know it’s not third or first base. It would be shocking to see the Cubs 
give up on Soler. Fowler in center? Not when he’s just started hitting. 

So that leaves the middle infield, and why Ben Zobrist’s name is going to get 
mentioned a lot. He can play either spot, or left at certain times. Of course, that’s go-
ing to lead to the question of what’s going on with Starlin Castro. We discuss it more 
inside, but there’s no way anyone is in a rush to take him in a trade this season, at 
least not as the center of any move. And he’s basically earned a spot on the bench at 
this point. You can’t just keep banging your head against a wall when you’re serious 
about winning now simply because a guy’s been here a while. 

There still could be an upgrade from within. Javier Baez is rejoining Iowa this 
week, and if he can find the level he was at before breaking his finger soon he 
would be an option to replace Castro in the lineup as well, and provide some of that 
versatility that Joe Maddon loves. It’s a longer shot, but don’t rule out the Cubs just 
hoping all the improvement comes from within. Basically the price of Zobrist is what 
everything will hinge upon. 

As for the starter, there are more options available. We’re of the mind that really 
the Cubs should be looking at Mike Leake or something of that ilk. You’re only talking 
about 12 starts or so, if that many. He’ll barely cost anything. The Cole Hamels talk is 
exciting… except he just peaked, didn’t he? In all seriousness, the buzz that Hamels 
would cost both Baez and Castro is just a bit rich for our blood. Who’s lining up at 
second next year then? Another expensive free agent when the Cubs are probably 
going to bring in another starting pitcher at a high Price (capital P most certainly 
intended)? Yes, Hamels isn’t just a rental and isn’t old and his contract doesn’t run to 
when he’ll be useless like other free agent pitchers will, but that just seems like a lot 
to give up. 

This will all hinge on if the Tigers will move David Price, which is no given as 
they’re beholden to whatever Mike Illitch’s death wheeze tells them, and what they 
would be asking for him. If Price goes on the block, it’s hardly a well kept secret 
that he wants to come play for Maddon again here in the winter. If teams view him 
as merely a 12-start rental, they’re not giving up the farm for him. Which means the 
Cubs might be able to get him for cheaper than you’d think and then can sign him 
anyway. But that’s only if his bounty is surprisingly low. But then Johnny Cueto just 
cost the Royals three decent-to-good pitching prospects, and it’s hard to think Price 
would go for any less. 

A pitcher of the kind of Leake or Yovanni Gallardo gives you a known, in that you 
can bank on them giving you solid innings without being spectacular here. It’s hard to 
justify giving up a lot of assets when you’re aiming for a coin-flip game. All that work 
can be undone in an inning. Ask last year’s As, and whether they’d like to have all 
that back. You have to be realistic and if the Cubs survive the coin-flip, if they even 
make it, we’ll take our chances with Lester and Arrieta at the top. 

We’ve never been through this with this front office before either. These are the 
guys who dumped Nomar Garciaparra and then won a World Series. Balls are prob-
ably not something they lack. Then again, that was a long time ago. Keep in mind, 
this isn’t going to be the last crack the Cubs have at this. It’s the first of many. They 
shouldn’t treat it like they’ll regret it forever. 

http://www.bleachernation.com/2015/07/25/the-offensive-offense-and-other-bullets/


Don’t do it, Theo. Jed… stand down. Pack up shop, fill a suitcase 
with some dad-shorts, and spend the next week in Barbados. Or 
Costa Rica. Or any other tropical locale with enough sand to bury 
your phone and enough locals to make the odds of running into a 
Cubs fan slim. This is the time to step away from business. This is 
not the time to deal. One. More. Year. Wait ‘til next year. It’s what we 
Cubs fans do, we’ll be fine.

This is the week when baseball sorts its league into buyers and 
sellers. With the trade deadline looming at the end of the week, 
we’ve already seen Kansas City make their move, adding Johnny 
Cueto on Sunday. We’ve also found our favorite websites inundated 
with rumors surrounding Cole Hamels, a frenzy that has reached 
orgiastic levels since his no-hitter on Saturday. Like Hamels, the 
Cubs’ presence in the thick of the rumor flood has only 
intensified this week. As a playoff contender with both 
budget space and a stacked farm system, they check 
every box on the “buyers” membership form.

The buzz around Wrigley has only added to the fu-
ror. The Cubs are legitimately good for the first time in 
years, and the pressure to continue building momen-
tum must have some in the front office dreaming of 
making a push this year. The thought of adding an ace 
and making Hammel your fourth pitcher and Hendricks 
your fifth has even the most pessimistic of Cubs fans 
salivating.

2015, however, is not the year. The difference 
between this Cubs regime and their well-meaning but ultimately 
ineffective predecessors has been the patience and foresight shown 
in developing the team from the inside out, by stockpiling assets 
and developing talent. Swapping those assets for help is a positive 
move, but only if it’s likely to win you a ring, and the Cubs just aren’t 
there yet.

At 51-46 following a disheartening sweep by the NL’s worst team, 
the Cubs trail the Giants by 2.5 games for the final Wild Card spot. 
Sadly, the Giants are much better than they’ve performed through 
97 games, as they’ve only recently added starters Jake Peavy and 
Matt Cain to their rotation, both having missed half the season due 
to injury. The Cubs, meanwhile have been comparatively healthy and 
“lucky” this season. Their expected W-L record for the season is 49-
48, which is to be expected from a team with a season run differen-
tial of only one run. The Giants’ expected W-L? 54-43. The Pirates, 
the other current Wild Card team, are 57-41 (expected W-L: 56-42) 
and sit an actual 5.5 games ahead of the Cubs. All of this suggests 
that the two teams the Cubs are chasing have both significantly 
outperformed the boys in blue this season.

In addition to being better through nearly 100 games, the Pirates 
and Giants are both strengthening their squads. Peavy and Cain 

have returned from the DL for the Giants and are pitching well. San 
Francisco is also rumored to be sniffing around Rajai Davis and 
the same starters the Cubs are attached to (David Price, Hamels, 
and Mike Leake). The Pirates, meanwhile, added Aramis Ramirez 
on Thursday and are looking for relief help. Even the Mets, a game 
behind the Cubs in the Wild Card chase, are spending, having 
added Juan Uribe and Kelly Johnson on Sunday while continuing to 
look for offense. It should be noted, however, that the Mets are also 
just two games behind the Nationals for the lead in the East, so their 
spending is driven by more than just wild card aspirations.

Could the Cubs add a piece or two and make the playoffs? 
Possibly, but the performance of the Cubs and their rivals suggests 
that it is an unlikely outcome this year, and that’s to say nothing of 

the challenge of actually pushing through the playoffs 
to a result that justifies sacrificing the assets the Cubs 
have worked to accumulate and develop. I would love 
to see David Price in a Cubs uniform, but I want to see 
it happen next year, when it costs money alone, and 
not Javier Baez, Billy McKinney, or some other combi-
nation of prospects. Even Hamels, who is contractually 
under control until 2018 (with a 2019 team option), 
presents a similar conundrum—aces can be bought in 
the offseason with no prospect cost; at what price is a 
marginal improvement this year worth sacrificing future 
flexibility?

Tempting as it is to go for broke, this season was 
viewed from the start as a growth season, a chance to blood the 
youngsters and prepare for a serious push in 2016. There will be 
pitching available on the free agent market this winter. Soler, Rus-
sell, Bryant, Schwarber, and perhaps even Baez will have signifi-
cantly more big league experience under their belts. Next season is 
the season that the Cubs will target for a real push, and they’ll want 
to have the assets necessary to acquire the pieces to complete the 
lineup. The free agent market will play host to a relatively weak crop 
of hitters, and the Cubs will still want some left-handed pop. Most 
importantly, the Cubs have a legitimate shot to spend July of 2016 
shopping for the pieces necessary for a push through the playoffs, 
rather than a scramble for the Wild Card.

Settle in Theo. Get Cozy Jed. You’re doing fine work. Getting 
swept by the Phillies is no fun, but it underscores the simple reality 
that the Cubs aren’t quite there yet. Any moves made should be with 
an eye toward next year. Ship out a utility player or reliever if the 
offer is right. See if there are any steals to be had from sellers look-
ing to clear payroll. Whatever you do, though, don’t forget that this 
process tends to punish the overzealous. Stay focused on the real, 
107 year-old goal. You can do this. Just say it together: Next year.

Antosh.0

Everybody Just Be Cool

Craig Antosh



The Cubs’ Record When...

Every Monday During The Baseball Season! (Tues-
days when Cubs are off) Sign up at 

TheCommittedIndian.com or TheIvyDrip.wordpress.
com!  Just $15 for the whole season!

At home 25-23 Stealing one base or more 23-17 Playing on a Wednesday 9-7

On road 26-23 In extra innings 9-5 Playing on a Thursday 5-4

Lester starts 10-10 In one-run games 21-17 Playing on a Friday 4-12

Jay Carrieta starts 12-8 In two-run games 6-5 Playing on a Saturday 8-6

Hammel starts 9-10 When leading after 6 innings 32-6 Playing on a Sunday 9-9

Hendricks starts 9-10 When trailing after 6 innings 10-28 Someone not relevant sings stretch 18-15

Wood starts 4-4 Rizzo homers 10-4 Wind blows in 11-12

Jackson starts (Fuck) 0-0 Castro homers 4-1 Wind blows out 7-7

Some jamoke starts 8-4 Soler homers 3-1 Wind blows cross-field 7-2

Starter goes 7+ 24-11 Baez homers 0-0 vs. NL Central 20-20

Starter goes 5-7 innings 21-22 Baez is in Iowa 51-46 vs. NL East 16-10

Starter goes less than 5 innings 6-10 Bryant homers 8-3 vs. NL West 8-8

Use two or less relievers 17-8 Drawing no walks 2-2 vs. AL 6-7

Use three relievers 9-14 Drawing 1-3 walks 21-30 ABC screws up graphics 8-6

Use four or more relievers 25-21 Drawing four or more walks 28-14 Ronnie Woo should be put down 24-40

Scoring four or more runs 37-12 Committing no errors 35-17 Len Kasper mentions cool band 4-1

Scoring less than four runs 14-34 Committing one error 11-14 Len Kasper mentions terrible band 0-0

Getting more than eight hits 31-16 Committing two errors or more 5-14 Jim Deshaies sounds very tired 44-41

Getting eight hits or less 20-30 Bryant plays 3rd 41-38 In April 12-8

Hitting no home runs 22-30 Bryant is attacked by bees in field 0-0 In May 14-14

Hitting one home run 11-9 Playing during the day 18-21 In June 14-13

Hitting two home runs 13-7 Playing at night 33-25 In July 11-11

Hitting three homers or more 5-0 Playing on a Monday 6-4 In August 0-0

Hitting one triple or more 9-5 Playing on a Tuesday 9-6 In September 0-0


